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A truly wonderful story about
an early plywood mill
shareholder.

Book i s about
(Agnes) story growing up in
Anacortes. Her father,
Charles Lind and mother
were Swedish Finn

emigrants, purchasing a share

in the mill in 1939. It was
like reading our own family
story. Dick Erickson

Anacortes Plywood: Families

Draft

The story begins in December 1939 when Charlie Lind quits
logging, invests in a co-op plywood mill in Anacortes, Washington,
and moves there with his wife and daughter. Many of the investors
in the veneer plant are Scandinavian immigrants, and Charlie and
Tilda feel at home.

Not so Angie. She leaves a one-room school in the middle of the
sixth grade and enters a large elementary school where she is
intimidated by the sheer number of unfamiliar faces. Angie struggles
to find her place and to come of age at a time when the world is
falling apart.

You say the story is about a young girl growing up during the war
years in an immigrant family. And so it is. But it’s also a story about family
and community and all of those who came to this country before us. And
about how thcy deal with the good and the bad times, the bad times
lﬁpgq:o N Qy ofus today have known. The Angie theme
is an imp ant one. It’s just not the only one! And in a sense it’s Angie
who keeps the story from becoming too serious, who holds the space so
that the larger story can be told.

Rosanna Mattingly PhD. Meta Writing and Education Services.

Even Seagulls Cry, a sequel to Where the
Huckleberries Grow, stands alone as a story.
It offers a glimpse into life on the Ameri-
can Home Front as well as a personal view
of Finland’s struggle during their Winter
War and World War II.




Draft
Charles (18881980) and Tilda (189€1967) Lind

Charlie came fronMolpe, Finland, emigrating in 1907.
Tilda came froniNarpes Finland, emigrating in 1912.

These were two of the 46,000 Swedish Finn immigrants that
came into this country andpproximately 120 ithe plywood
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met here and were married in 1917, first living in Seattle. They

moved to Hoodsport, WA and worked for the Phoenix Logging

Company from 1924939 in various logging camps. After the

logging operation closed opportunity to move Anacortes in 1939

became an option when he purchased a share in the plywood

mill. They had other Swedish Finn family and friends that moved

north as well from the same logging camps, e.g. Charles and Ida
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cousin) also were shareholders. John Carlson (and Anna) also
worked with them in the woods and came fraviolpe where
Charles Lind grew up. The opportunity to do something
different than being in the woods appealed to the family, and

with two girls, settling down in a community seemed to be the Lind Family: Charlie, Tilda, Thelma
right idea. and Angie (Agnes), about 1931



